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NEXT WEEK . ..

NEW TOWNS in
Scotland have

‘been given the
thumbs up by the
Government - after
one of their most
successful years
ever.

But what's life
really like for

the people who live
there.?

The  Evening

. Times has been
to East Kilbride,
Irvine and Cumber-
nauvid to talk to
those people and
the men in charge.

And we ask
them — what’s
going to happen in
the future now the
new ftowns have
come of age.

PLUS

FASHION SPECIAL

Setting the pace
or mums-to-be

SCOTLAND’S ’
AND RECREATIONAL PARK

Ship the family down to Irvine this weekend! You’ll find
there’s so much to do, to see and to enjoy. You'll find all the
facilities of Scotland’s most exciting beach Park, with
everything to fill your day.

e All the attractions of the

®
LARGEST LEISURE

cafe and restaurant facilities (in

the same area) ® visit the Scottish
Maritime Museum.

Magnum Leisure Centre ® bowling
® skating ® swimming ® keepfit ®

Seaworld Exhibition and Gift Who could wish for more?

§hc:~f ° ﬁii_r‘gf'ﬁ:“f}d : boat- oV THER  Who could find more
Ing ® walking @ pitc <4 «EEKE this weekend — than

and putt ® A trim < - : |
track (with facilities ¢ at Irvine, Scotland’s

for the disabled) ® e .\ i ";éf;;;;awaf‘d-wiﬂﬂiﬂg
BMX track e full bar, 31 ji} | . tourist centre.
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SEAWORLD MARINE EXHIBITION, BEACH PARK, IRVINE, TELEPHONE (0294) 311414 R
THE MAGNUM LEISURE CENTRE, HARBOUR STREET, IRVINE, TELEPHONE (0294) 78381
~ THE SCOTTISH MARITIME MUSEUM, LAIRD FORGE, GATTRIES ROAD, IRVINE,
TELEPHONE (0294) 78283 B FAIRGROUND, BEACH PARK, IRVINE, TELEPHONE (0294)
311967 W THE BEACH PARK, INFORMATION FROM IRVINE DEVELOPMENT

- CORPORATION, 121 HIGH STREET, IRVINE, TELEPHONE (0294) 72431

The Times goes undercover

B THE pirate
radio ships were
scuppered in 1967
by strong
Government
legislation but
pirate radio is still
thriving on land.

The whole
scene is growing
to such an extent
that Glasgow now
has two known
pirate stations
Mercury and
Unicorn.

We spent a
night with Mercury
Bg:teS who have

n transmitting
shows three times
a week but now
plan to go for five
nights.

And we can
reveal that despite
the growing
escalation of
violence towards
Government
officials b

uncovered pirates
in England, the
nearest the

The DJ duo
~who play it
for thrills

VAST ye landlub- By | ACPSIE RICE

Mercury boys get

to violence is
when they kick
their car use
it won’t start. ..

bers! Pi!n back e
your lug'oles for Eaglesham and I was
there to see and hear it

| truly different kind of
all.

listening. It's racy,
I have to admit my swash

pacy, popular, dif-
ferent, alternative and [}, Peen jmare, buckled a

. . . illegal quite what I had in mind.

. Where was the pirate ship and
The Jolly Roger of Pirate  the Jife on the ngen sea? ;
radio hﬂd Azl hoisted and “Och, we don’t have the money
was ﬂy]ng In the face of for all that stuff,” chief pirate Brian
convention high  above

Robertson said.

“We transmit from fields, houses,
o e and mu;l'tlisrﬂre‘? f‘la:[s' WE change the
"_:::_Z_:r-': i '.:: ..:Ii'& : :::-. .-.-;1;;;,:.;_._. & ':-: iR g S venue so we don"t get cau ght""

e et S e T Brian and his ace accomplice
" R S o R ' “The Cand Man., (hls brﬂﬂdﬂﬂﬂﬁﬂ
E e Y e B o name!) had in fact already chan

e T T M e SRR the venue that night. We had
o A W e e e . ¢ 0 | arranged to meet on the top floor of a
g B T RS B e multi-storey flat in Carnwadric but
W ale o Ta L TR G ey e since it was such a nice night Radio
H e e T e Mercury was going out from a field.

A W i B 0 Actually it was rather a nice field .

A e w0 ie |  anditwasrather a nice night. We had

s N0 a2 W 4 some difficulty in getting there. The
s et e e S transport was a clapped out car with

S g AIRRRTR L s e a flat battery. It didn't seem to
TN el e S realise the undercurrent of suspense

..... AT B and excitement of what we were

st aad @ TELGE T R TR el about to do. It refused to start quite
e ¥y < & Jas AR Bl categorically and had to be jump
e o e Bal, fowmgeiEet . 8| started with the help of a passer-by
ey g who was quite unaware of the crime

e WL S erge “We have to have an old
e o f Wl TRl banger like this,” Brian said.”
el L : If we gﬂt Eﬂught, Iﬂey can

R confiscate your

Sound check
. . . Brian
and

Candy Man \
prepare for
another

e e

I o e e

TER T ey LN e e pment, so
W S g TR g e we don’t want to lose an g

...............

.. Ym0 = Strangers

st R, ot ER NG Rl i N LA S, e

7 . It’s all about being caught in the

g oa o T act. It isn’t an offence to make tapes

= v 8 . e moment you transmit acrross the

e % Bt e oo e : e g aimﬂﬁﬂﬂ }FUL’I hﬂ\fE ﬂﬂﬂ’ﬂ'ﬂi“@d an
___________________ offence  under the

o W & 2 W @ | Telegraphy Act of 1949,

Wireless

ﬂ Brian and “Candy” are convinced
: G B o ""'m— P they have been observed by the
i CooE Coaaam U AR Department of Trade and Industry

SR : - :55:3_"f_:::_::5:55555;;_'-':5: '_13'- e and the Radio Interference people.

R P e They came down here one night and
G T e e G R took photographs. They know who we
g B e R are, it’s just catching us at it.”

L
____________

R B Co S Both of them are blissfully
L TTueag 0 CafiopiessSsdiE . unconcerned about the possibility of a
ey g R e e, raid. They keep an eye out for
T s G TR strangers and cars, but after two
i T o, S years of broadcasting Radio Mercullar
W o e G i TG three times a week on the 9.1 F
2 el S channel they have become somewhat
: e e B ey i relaxed. ey fell asleep while
e transmitting last week’'s pre-
s recorded programme from a house in
Balornock!

''''''
.......

is extremely

The equipment
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portable. The seven-foot piece of
wood that makes up a large part of
the aerial is rather conspicuous, but
the small piece of copper (£3), some
jubilee clips, wire, two battery packs,
and transmitter (“We put it in a
camera case S0’s we can pick it up
tanl? leg it if we’re raided”) are all it
akes. |

“Listen, if we get ht,”
Brian said seAm;aug e
wouldn’t dream of using
violence. As far as we are
concerned it’s just the DTI

doing their job.

“But something’s got to be done
because the whole pirate scene is
growing and growing and there are
nutters who will use the emergency
frequency for the police n’ that on the
airwaves.”

It’s clear they feel there is a real
need for a new station in Glasgow.

“Radio Clyde doesnae’ promote
enough Glasgow talent,” Brian said.
“We play a lot of home talent. Up and
coming bands like The Stern Gang
and The Fighting 51st.”

Ethnic

The Government has made veiled
threats that the piracy problem
there are 65 pirate stations in
ondon alone) will set back
community radio proposals which

enthuiastic without being
irresponsible. They are appalled at Efafefﬂrﬁﬂﬂy passed the Green Paper

the recent wave of violence amon |
pirates being caught in England. “We're dying for communit
Junior Indust inister Mr John radio, it’ll make things much better,”
Butcher appealed to the public for Brian claimed. “The violence thing is
help earlier last week after detailing an English problem with all the tiny
a catalogue of incidents in which ethnic stations. These people aren’t
officials had been attacked after catered for on radio so they will
clamping down on pirate stations. always do their own thing.”

‘They know who

“We've s?ent about £4000, but we
are very professional, you get a good
sound from most places in Glasgow,”
Brian said. |

We had a radio/cassette with us
so we could listen to the show which
Candy and another DJ, The Boy
Wonder, had recorded in a South Side
flat the night beofre,

The strains of Mink de Ville’s
Spanish Stroll hit 96.1 FM at seven
o'clock and Radio Mercury was on
the air. Brian EZT) and Candy (24) are
two very likable chaps and the music
is good! It was wonderful to listen to
some classic records instead of
constant chart music.

Both Brian and Candy are
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with Glasgow’s strangest travelling roadshow
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Mercury’s popularity is growing
to such an extent that a Glasgow
club, Fury Murray’s, are having a
Mercury night every Sunday and
there are plans to broadcast between
seven and nine every night and not

just on Wednesdays and Fridays.

“People like the fact we’re an
unﬁergmund organisation,” Brian
said. Thetbdﬂn’t see us up here in
this field. We were freezing when it
was snowing. I nearly broke my neck

climbing up that tree over there
trying to get a better spot for the
aerial, but that’s what it’s all about —
entertainment.”

There wasn’t quite a lot of
entertainment the day they decided
to broadcast from the Kilbarchan
hills. It was a scorcher of a day, they
had a couple of cans of beer, and sat
back listening to the three-hour
Sunday afternoon show, getting up
now and then to change the tapes.

“We thought it was magic,” Brian
laughed. “People could hear us for
miles and miles then we found a
break in the cable. The only thin
that had heard the show were the
sheep next to us. We were pig sick!”

Occasionally they are brave
ennuﬁh to try an outside broadast.
The field in Eaglesham has seen a lot
of pirate action. They brought along
their tape deck and potable mike one
night and hired a vodaphone for a
phone-in competition.

we are,

“We had some Gary Glitter VIP
tickets, which gave the winner a
chance to meet him after the show,”
Candy said. '

~ “So we asked a question over the
air and gave out the Vodaphone
number. People were calling us in
this field and there was a cow which
we thought was dvin;ilin the field next
to us. It turned out she was ha.ving a
calf. We couldn’t believe it, this calf

was born while we were transittin’
the show.”

Candy has no aspirations to be a
DJ. “I just did this show because we
were organised as usual and didn’t
have one for tonight,” he said. “I
don’t use my own voice. I growl
because I’'m too embarrassed to talk
on the air. But I'm getting better. In
fact, my sister says you canny get me
to shut up. My family know what I'm
up to. I’'m a constant source of worry
to my mother.”

In no time at all it seemed to me
Radio Mercury’s two-hour blast drew
to a close with Fun Boy Three’s The
Lunatics have taken over the Asylum.
In between I had listened to Joe %'s
theme tune, Icicle Works, Orange
Juice, Al Green, The Isley Brothers,
and hundred others.

The Boy Wonder drew the show to
an end by reminding the listeners he’s
back on the air tonight at seven.

The equiEment was packed up and
brought back to the car. There was a
tense moment as a family of four

cyclists went by . . . well they
could have been undercover Radio
Interference Department officials.

But it was not to be. Radio
Mercur;l( lives to record another
show. That’s if Brian and Candy
every recover from pushing the car
all the way back to Carnwadric. Well
yﬂu?::an’t jump start from a bike, can
you:
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Nasty side of

the pirates

THE Radio Interference Service which is part of
the Department of Trade and Industry are well
aware of Mercury’s existence.

e “They are under investigation,” a spokesman

The RIS build up a dossier of information
before confronting the pirates with the police
nearly always in attendance. Equipment found can
be taken away and put on “freeze” before a court
case which can end in a fine of up to £2000 and/or
;hrfm;i eninntl'ts in prison. Equipment can also be
orieit

Officials are not impressed by the claim that
rates go to great lengths to find a “spare
I"H[.IEII-E?." |
“If 1 had a fiver for every time someone said

that to me in their defence I'd be a millionaire,”
said David Nolan, information officer for the RIS.

“The trouble is there are frequencies which
are used only nccasinnallgdand rates interfere
with ?’hannels above and below the one they are

The potential for disaster is ever present. In
February reggae music blocked a landing officer’s
channel at Heathrow Airport.

“It can turn nasty when the police network is
abused,” added David Nolan.

The problem is one of escalating populﬁrity as
stations grow like wildfire. Equipment is a hotch
potch of cobbled together wires and tape and the

problem of attacks on RIS staff has grown every
year.

There have been seven this vear, ranging from
the tyres of an RIS official’s ca}; he?ngmﬁaied to

two officials being beaten up by men in masks
Ean?:::ﬁ baseball bats. All the attacks were in
England.




