Free Radio Ireland,

[
L
S

i
L Lo o P ':l'-'._. ¥ e 4 I ¥

e Ay
i rl-l_:.":"ﬂ_ﬂ':ﬁ

L

R G

i
Py
E

> TR s o e e SR B .
A L L o O Bt L xS T .,.l‘,l_‘_l*_.l..._, k

= . e i L
o " s e
T g 5 i

THE ONLY [IRISH Free RADIO MAGAZINE.

*

- MAG No7
FEBRUARY/MARCH 1979 .

e —

. g— " il S R S . S — il S — — — g— 2 — e s S e e e —
T i i S W A ama g e i ASEE ERLE B w——

e
S g T @ Gt e G S e S ey gt ——

—— —
S ———

— s e i e T B! e e S S . e bl s . S e S s i e S v

'SOUEDS ALTERNATIVE! is & quarterly publication of
FRC-IRZLAND, 53 Charleston Road, Dublin 6, Ireland.
Annual subscription: £1.0C (Eire & U.K.), £1.20 (Burope).

ributing this edition of 'S.A.';
an industrial dispute in the Irish Post
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+ FRC-IRELAND regrets the delay in dist his was due to

Offfice which halted 2ll deliveries and collectiones.
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WELCOIIE TO EDITION NUMBER SEVE CUF 'SOUNDS ALTERNATIVE' - IRELAND'S CHLY
RADIO MAGAZINE, MANY THANKS FOR ALL YOUR VERY INTERESTING LETTERS AND YOUR IOYAL SUFIORT
FOR THE FRC! wE'VE A VERY 'NEVUSEY' EDITION THIS TIME AID BEGINNING UNFORTUNATELY, WITE TEE
SAD NEWS OF THE BIG D I'IRE. ALSO WE HAVE THE HISTORY OF DUBLIN FREE RADIO = FLUS IOTS 1ORE!
JUST A QUICK WORD ABOUT CUR NEW SUBSCRIFTION REMINDIRS. ON THE BACK PAGE OF THIS LDITION (AN
FROM NOW ON) YOU ILL SEE A SMALL SQUARE ON THE BOTICM RIGHTSHAND CCRNER., IF AN 'X' LS
WRITTEN IN THE S(UARE, THEN PLEASE RENEW YOUR SUBSCRIFTION INMEDIATELY. LORE DETAILS OW THE
BACK. PFINALLY, HOPING FOR YOUR CONTINUZD SUPFORT HRCOUGHCUT THE YEAR.

Kieran kiurray, Sec. yRC-LRELAND,
Editor of 'SUUNDS ALTERUWATIVE!.
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BIG D RADIO BURNED IN BLAZE.ceese :
In the early hours of Tuesday morning, Januery 2nd 1979, a fire distroyed the premises and
studio of the BIG D Radio station. Garda J.F. lcGuire, of Store Street station smelled smoke
coming from the prenises at Chapel IL.ane ~ and raiced the alarm. According to Gardei, firemen
were hempered in the early stages of fighting the blaze by frozen water pipes. the two-storey
studio building of BIG D radio was completely gutted in the fire and 211 the radio equipment
was damaged.
three D.J.'s at the BIG D had a narrow escape frcm the fire. ihen late night rock show
host Dave Fanning finished his show at 3.00am and handed over to John Paul, he was unzble to
get a taxal becauce of the freezing weather. Station boss James Dillon offered to give him a
1ift home, but before they started, the three men decided to lcok for an all-night coffee shop
~ leaving a taped show on air. then they returned later, the place was a mass of flzmes.
Despite the fire, the station returned to the air & few days later from new premises
with equipment that had been teken in a Post Office raid some months 280, and returned to
them after their court case had been heard (on the Wednesday before Chrisimes).
+Firemen beleive that an electricial fire may have started the blaze:
(For new studio and address of Big B Radio see t4une In' section., )
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iHE HISTORY OF DUBLIN FREE RADIO......(part cne)

The first pirete broadcasts in Dublin were made during the 1940's when several small trans-
mitters broadcast anti-Brivish propagenda and relayed the speeches of William Jjoyce (Lord
Haw Haw) a strange contrast with the present pirates who suprisingly have spaymed no politic-
ally motivated stations. '

YONY BOILAn, who still presents a selection of T8's on ARD, can claim to be the longest
serving pirate still on air. Eis career starteu with RADIO GALAXY, which broadcast regulacil
right up to the 1970's, presented a unigue selection of records, mosvly (8*'s, including
recorded war speeches and mauy JUEN KMcCORMIACK records. O the stations still broadcasting,
RADIO DUBLiN 1s by tar the oldest, starvcd iu Ly66 by K&l SHERHAN, an office worker, now
loosely connected with the BIG D.

RADIO DUELIN, or RADICO BAILE ATHA CLIATH as it was then called, could be heard for
only a few miles around the Drimnagh area when it started but in September 1971 it moved locat-
ion to Crumlin and increased power considerably and attracted a sizable audience. By this time
other low-powered pirates had started broadcasting a mixture of of yop music and chatter.
Anong these stations were RADIC VAIESSA, located in Sentry, ANALY RADIO NORTHSIDE and RADIO
Eamo. Cne of the more memorable stations was RADIC JACQELINE, later known as CHANNIL *70,
RADIC CLED and various other names. DAVITT KELLY, one of the founders of ARD, was largely
responsible for Jacqueline and Chennel '70, which broadcast from 1970 to 1973 and received
several hundred reception reports from kuropr®- the Scandinavie countries, Hussia and FPoland.
RTE were awape of their existence, and letters addressed to Channel *70, Dublin, were re-addres
-ad by RTE.

another station in the early 1970's was RADIO CARQOLINE DUBLIN, based in Dalkey and run
by a U.C,D. engineering student. Camoline's programming was slick and professional; they used
Tthe old offshore gimmick of car-headlight flashing to the station, this time talking to cars
parked on Howth Head. In 1977, Caroline's operators came out of retirement 4o build the pre~
sent transmititing rigd used by RADIO DUBLIN, BIG D end RADIO CARCUSEL in Dundalk.

All the Dublin stations formed an organisation called the united Dublin Stations and
provided each other with spare parts, records and Disc Dockeys. ihey used an mnglish mailing
address in Brighton and were part of a network of pirates all over Burope. In November 1672
eight pirate stetions were broadcasting more or less regularily in Dublin, RADIO HELINDA oper-
pated by young people in the Gloucester Dizmond srea of the city was the latest. Melinda, un-
~-like the other stations, had some real community involvement; a local priest even used
the station to broadcaest liass. Kelinda broadcast foress/eee (Continued on page 3).
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Egiconﬁlnued from page 2) <../... long hours and had planned continuous Christmas service when
the post office moved in. }Most stations closed dovm to avoid raids but jtelinda continued and
was the only Irich station on the air when RTE went off the zir due to 2 strike over yevin O
Kelly's imprisonment after Sean liacStiofain's trial.

By 1973 a second wave of pirates had emerged. the RADIO DUBLIN transmitter had been
given to Don lioore, alias Doctor bon who broadcast for two hours ehch cunday - later aided by
Dave Cunninghem and Paul Downey, now on aRD. Moore, not happy with madio Dublin's power, met
Kemonn Cooke, who ran a radio and Yelevision repair shop in uthomas Street. By 1976 Bamonn
Cooke was closely involved with Xedio Dublin. Yheot September, Radio Dublin, lccated in iiocorets
home in Cabra, was raided by two Fost Office officials and four Gardai. lloore succecsfully
disposed of vital equipment by throwing it into to the next door neighbours garden, and by
the time the officials had made a forcible entry the transmitter had been dismentled. vhen
the P.0. men atitempted to recover the equipment from the neighbouring garden, they were repul-
sed by an alsation dog. after the raid Radio Dublin re-opened, but soon licore was purged by
Kamonn Cooke. Radio Dublin was already being used to plug Irish records and this was generat-
ing a certain amount ot income. Arguments between Cooke and lMoore were gaid to centre on this.
Despite thece differences, when lioore went into District Court Ho.2 in June 1977, Cocke appear
ed and gave evidence thalt equipment seized could be used for other purposes, namely as an amp.
the Judge asked the Fost Office if this was so; reluctently they agreed and a loophole in the
law was established.

(Part two of this article will appear in 'S.A.' 0.8, lay/June 1979)
+ reproduced by'kind permission from *In Dublin' magazine, deted 23rd November 19784+
RADIO Cuiid DﬂRA.Kﬂ:IS TOESI:I
Radio Cill Dara was the flrst.staiion to broadcast from outside Dublin City. RCD celebrated
1ts first birthday on the 18th of Februery 1979. As it's the only free radio station that has
never been raided in its past year's history - the lads there really had something to cele-
brate about - FRC-IRELAND wishes KCD a Happy Birthday and may we all live to see many more
in the futurelll
THE CONTINUING SAGA CF RADIC CARCLINE.«....
You may remember in our last edition we asked our members for come information regarding the
situation on RﬂDIO CARCLINE. We were very pleased with the response and in particuler to FRC
menber JOE BARLY, of Lrumcondra, Dublin 3 for his very informative letter. He writes: 'Radio
Caroline has been silent since 20-10-'78. This is because the generstor ®r on beoard uced for
supplying power to the transmititer packed in. The people on board were aware of the generztor
problem so they started to close down early; and on the 15-10-'78 they were off the air altog-
gether. Radio Mi Anigo did not want to loose advertising revenue and insisted on staying on
the air. the generator couldn't teke it and packed in altogether, hence the stations are sileh
ent while parts are being bought. there are rumours of a new ship. The fact that the i Anigo
is to be replaced is known but when I'm not sure. Zmong the rumours are that one is be ing
fitted out in Greenore and Spain and the Spaish Tourist Board is supplying the cash, As the
ship is in very bad condition, Dutch D.J.'s Mark Jacobs, Frank ven der Mast and Hugo liolenoff
had to be paid danger money to return after shore leave. Following a trip ‘o the USA, Ronan
O'Rahilly and Peter Chicago decided to put Caroline on VHE/R! in Stereo as well as medium
dave,! +1llore reports suggest that Rmdlﬂ Caroline has been sold to Americzh backersit+++4+
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CCNTINUING UUR.ST?I ES ON *'"INTERUATIOWAL FREE RADIO CH THE 48.:“fﬁﬁ BAID! o e
AND FBAMURING IN THIS EDITICH: YRADIO ZODIAC INTERNATIONAL™.«s. .. i
Radio Zodiac: International was formed in June 1974 when work sterted in preparing for our
first transmission. This was on 31/3/'75 on a frequency of 6225 kHz. However, these and oth-
er test transmissions were fruitless due to the fact that we were using broken co-axial cable
to feed the aeriall |

Our, first succassful transmission was on 15/6/'75 on 6224 with reports being received
from the U.K., Ireland and H,\, Europe. Subsequent transmissions were rather spasmodic throu$
ghout 1975, 1976 and up to December 1977 when regular programmes every 4th Sunday of the
month were inaugerated on Christmas and Wew Years Doy (25/12/¢77 & 1/1/'78 respectively) .

Since we started we have received reception reports from: England, Scotleoid, ireiand,
Wales, Holland, Belgium, {est & East Germany, Italy, Switzerland, Denmark, Sweden, Norway,
#inland, f'rance and Hewfoundland} : ;

Our present schedule looks like this: C9.00 Stuart Clarke punk show (part 1), 09.30 ilark
Anthony Soul Shows 10.00 Dave Hunt Zodiac Top 10 Albums, 10.30 4odial DX with Koger Vosene,
11.00 Chris Patricks Cldies Show, 11,30 dndy Allen Request Show, 12.00 John thomas Punk Show,
12.30 Guest D.J. Spot, 13.00 Closedown. (All times WiT).

RADIO ZODIAC INTERNATICNAL broadcasts every 4th Sunday of the month on 6240 kiz (47.8 metres)
Our address: RZI, 13 Yhe Chase, Crawley, Sussex, inglend,
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B BROUADCASTING

STATICN HAE & TINES ¥

RADIO DUBLIN 253 nmetres 07.00 to 03.15 hours (Loun~-Thurs) non-stop weekends.
ALTERNATIVE RADIO DUBLIN 257 metres 07.00 to 02.00 hours daily

CAPTTUL RADIO (Dublin) 220 meires 08.00 to 01.30 hours daily

BiG D RADIO 273 nmetres 24 hours per day, every day.

BASET COAST RADIC (Dublin) 262 metres 07.00 to 01.00 hours daily

RADIO BRAY (Wicklow) 3C0 metres 12,00 to 18,00 hours deily

IHDEPENDENT RADIO DULIDALK 220 metres 08.00 %o 15,00 hours daily

RADIO CAROUSEL (Dundalk) 265 netre CT.00 to 21.00 hours daily

RADIC CILL DARA (Kildeare) 270 metres 10.00 to 18,00 hours Sundays.

dALIERFORD LOCAL RADIC 252 metres 09.00 to 18.00 hours daily

CORK BHOADCASTING CCLPANY 230 metres 08.00 to 18.C0O hours daily

ALTFRUATIVE B'CASTING CORY 235 metres 08.00 to 20.00 hours (lion-Thurs) non-stov weekends.
CORK CITY RADIO 199 metres C7.00 to 17.00 hours daily

INDEPENDENT RADIC LINERICK 256 metres 01.00 to 05.00 hours daily

TNDEPENDENT RADIO GALJAY 129 netres C8.C0 to 18.30 (Mon-Sat.,) 10.00 to 18.00 Sunday.
ATLANTIC RADIC 300 metres 15.00 o 18.00 hours Saturdeys and Sundays.
KIDLAND RADIO (Athlone) 265 netres 08.00 to 20.00 hours daily

RADIO VALLERI 6202 KEz 10,00 to 1%3,00 hours Sundavs.

REDIO CONDOR 6243 KHz 09.00 to 13.00 hours Sundays. +Carries FRC Show)
RADIO {ESTSIDE | 6280 Kliz 10.00 to 13,00 hours Sundays. +Carries FRC Show
RADIO TRALEE COMIIUNITY 96 VHz (Fi) 08.00 to 17.30; 23.00 to 01.00 hours deily,

STATICN ADDRESCHES:
Rgdio Dublin, 3 Sarsfield Road, Dublin 10, iRD, Belvedere House, 42 Belvedere Plece,
Cepitol Radio, 394 South Circular Road, Dublin 8,
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tuablin 2,
1 Big D Redio, 118 St. Stephens Green iest,
Dublin 1. IRD, Fairways Hotel, Dublin Rozd, Dundalk, Co Louth. Redio Carousel, Dundalk

CBCy 52

Shopping Centre, Dundalk, Co Louth. RCD, $ John Street, Fewbridge, Co Kildare.
CCRy Annelly,

Wilton wardens, Wilton, Cork. ABC, 1 Eapriss Place, oummerhill, Cork,

Fairgrove Crescent, bichopstowm, Cork. WLR, Waterford Shopping Centre, wWztorford. IRL .+

IRL, Hotel Greenhills, Caherdavin, Limerick. IRGy £rch Shopping ércdde, Williamsgate Street,
Galway. Atlentic radio, 92 Henmore Park, Renmore, Galway, Nidland Hadio, Athlone Shovning
Centre, athlone, Co iestmeath. nadio Valleri, Radio Condor & iestside Haedio, c/0 FAC—-1RELAIDy
53 Charleston Hoad, Dublin 6, Ireland. tadio tralee Community, 20 Saint John's Fark, 'ralee,
Co Kerry.

RADIO DUNDAIK SAY THEY WERE JAIH EDeceess 3
“Th® first of Dundalk's pirate radio stations, Radio Dundalk, has gone off the air indefingtely
ihey claim that their frequency was being janmed possiblg by another station, but a spokesman
for Radio Cepuusel, Dundalk's olher pirate yesterday (Wednesdey) denied they were responsible
for the jamming and expressed regret at the closure. Independent Hadio Dundalk, which operated
from the Fairways Hotel, had been broadcasting since last liay. after months of technicial diff-
iculties they went off the air on Sunday evening. A statement by Mr. Adrian St Jemes disclosed
that the station was closing indefingtely due to technicial diffichlties thot could not be
resolved, "le believe we were being jammed®™ he szid "It could be by another stztion" he expla~
ined. However, a spokesmen for Carousel said that "It has nothing to do with us' “Je are a
long way from Radio Dundalk on the mediua wave band" he pointed out, seying that perhans it
was some forelgn om nelighbouring station thal was causing the interference. the spoksman added
that he was "dumbfounded" by the news, "and I am terribly sorry to hear it". iir James said it
was becomming pointlecss operating the station. “Disc Jockeys were doing their shows but the

i B T ——— —— T — il [ e [ S G S, . e ) S S
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Date of next issue; lizy 1979 (No. 8) -
@ Copyright ¥RCI

Ilill'lll!ll’
X
Hinmu

:

b
left, then please renew your sub-

ly% Enclose your name and
your address with payment. Thank Youl =
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