








The Merger

‘ Radio'ﬁtlanta ran into huge money prcblems.' The Wijsmuller group who ran it came to us and said "These people
are 1in terrible trouble, they can't pay us, we're going to close the whole thing down and scrap the ship unless somebody

E:m?s Eﬁ with some money rapidly. Would you come up?" So we said "Yes", and did it. We took over their project,
sically.

Radio London

With some of the backers of Radio London we were trying to negotiate some kind of a deal.

I had a concept where I had the Frederica in the Isle of Man as Caroline North and I thought it made an enormous
amount of sense to put the Radio London ship in The Wash to get a really good signal into the Midlands, then we were
covering the whole country absolutely solid. But you run up against personalities; Phil Birech shot the project down,
not because it wasa bad idea but because he didn't want to be part of Caroline. He wanted his own trip to happen,
even though 1t was a good idea to have the three working together as a Caroline network reaching 80% of the country,
making it nice and easy for the agency people. Commercially speaking it was a good idea, but it didn't happen.

Caroline Television

It was technically feasible; 1'd almost go as far as to say it's technically a better package because at
twenty-odd thousand feet in a Constellation you get.huge coverage, provided you get your aerial array and whatever right.

I had one Conny on charter and I was going to have a second one eventually so I had a spare. I didn't actually
own them, but I had one all geared up. The cne I had was in Spain; they were all over the place, the Connies were
what they used for transatlantic flying in the Fifties and Sixties, so there were plenty of them around. NATO did an
enormous amount of surveillance work with them. They were nice, reliable planes.

You have to actually go back to a base; you can't leave the equipment up in the air while you come back for
refuelling. Base was in Yugoslavia; Tito's operation gave me the green light to land and take off there. I did a very
good deal with the Yugoslavs. All I had to do for them was to run 'X' number of commercials per night to promote their
tourist industry, which I was very happy to do. That was a very good package from our point of view.

Those units could fly, with the special wing tanks for the transatlantic work that they used to do, for twenty-
six and a half hours with the full tanks. As our programme concept was for an eight hour schedule, from six until two
in the morning, it gave us quite a few hours of balance if we had problems.

One of the places in Europe we thought we'd get away with it was Amsterdam; but Holland wouldn't have worn it.
Once we started blasting out the reaction would have been so heavy.

The reaction was enormously heavy. The government took full-page ads in all the newspapers saying anybody
involved with this project would be arrested and beaten to death and everything. They really did an enormous paranoia-—
type attack.

John Stonehouse was the Postmaster General and he was pretty heavy about it before he decided to go for a walk
on the beach.

The €Atlantis» Mast

I will tell you the absolutely true story, and it's a very interesting story; it's a story of humankind, the
richness of goodwill to all men.

Adriaan came to me desperate. The one thing he wanted in the world was to bring pirate radio to Belgium. In
Belgium, people were starting this station, that station; they'd say all kinds of things but it just never happened.
He said "Nobody believes I can do it... Do you think...?" I said to him "Adriaan, on July the fifteenth I will
deliver you a signal into Belgium. 1I'll give you your own Radio Station, Radio Atlantis." He was thrilled to pieces.
He was not doing at all well financially at the time.

That Sunday, twelve o'clock, he had the whole of the Belgian and Duteh press at a cimema in Gent. At the final
moment of truth, he and his wife were both literally in tears. They were just over the moon - the greatest day of
their lives. All that was terrific. Now that the thing started rolling we were getting so much a month. We were
depending on each other and all surviving.

I had pressures from other groups who wanted Adriaan thrown out and they in; I said "no way". Then I heard
rumours that Adriaan was looking for a ship. I 'phoned him up, he said "Ronan, don't be silly! I wouldn't dream
of starting my own ship. I'm absolutely committed to you, after all you've done. How could you even listen to people
like that?"

Sure enough, behind our backs, without our knowledge, he had been putting together his own ship, with the plan
to one weekend whip all the people off our ship onto his own from one day to the next. He'd announce it the day
before on ours; we wouldn't know what was going on because we don't speak the language; next day we get left high and
dry.

By this time Adriaan was doing very well with his shirts and everything and was driving around in a Rolls-Royce.

Next thing, one of the guys involved in our office in The Hague rings me up and says "Ronan, there's a mast
builder down the road from here who has built this enormous mast for Adriaan van Landschoot and now he's finished
building the mast Adriaan has told him he doesn't have any money."

Ihis guy built steel gates for agriculture mostly. Adriaan said to the guy "There's no way I'm paying you
the eighteen grand" or whatever it was, "but I'll pay you a thousand quid to take it off your hands." The guy went
bananas at Adriaan, naturally enough because he'd built it to order. He realises Adriaan's tactics are quite good
because having made this mast he doesn't have an alternative. What would you do with something like that if you
didn't have a pirate radio ship to go with it? There's nobody in the world going to want to buy a telescopic, 160ft
mast.

So, this guy rings me and I said to him "cost plus ten per cent" of whatever the figure was - I can't remember
now. The guy agreed to it, so I said "Go ‘rouhd NOW and give him the bread; close the deal this afternoon, don't
hesitate. The moment you've paid, get the truck in and move it."

The next morning Adriaan gets back to this guy and says "What I'll do is give you £3,000 to give you a bit of
your bread back and I'll come down tomorrow to pick it up." By this time he'd had our money and it'd gone - the
mast was now on the ship; not up yet, but it's out there. But the Dutch guy decided he was going to have a bit of
fun. So he got Adriaan and a couple of his mates all to come down from Belgium to The Hague the next day. It's
funny the sort of games people play!
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STOP PRESS NEWS Just five days before this booklet is due at the printers, we have made a fantastic discovery. All the
books over all the years have got it wrong. The original Caroline ship was not called "Frederica". She was "Fredericia'.
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Loving Awareness

I suppose to say 'L.A. into the Eighties' you have to go back and say "How did L.A. go in the Seventies?'' My
feeling about it is this.

The original idea developed in my head in 1970. I had this very strong feeling to try and trigger in people the
sort of basic Energy that you know is there anyway - it's like North Sea 0il, you know it's down there but you have to
get to it; it's not the easiest thing in the world.

The concept was originally - and it is today - that by stimulating that particular nerve-end in people, and
repeating the stimulation constantly, various things will start to happen. Number One: People will stop being
embarrassed. As an achievement to date, people are not now embarrassed about an L.A. jingle.

It's hard to remember now, but I personally can remember actually being embarrassed to say to someone ''Ch, by the
way, we're going to do this Loving Awareness thing"”. I remember thinking to myself that it's extraordinary that such an
important part of the human race's existence is something we actually feel embarrassed about.

In those first couple of years, in the Seventies, the massive achievement was that whatever audiencé we had -
five, six, seven million in that period - we did manage to achieve the non-embarrassed thing. We could see it from the
letters, and that was an enormous achievement. In the old days we'd get letters '"How dare you have this on the air?
I'1l never listen to Caroline again'' and all that type of stuff. That doesn't exist any more. It was enormous
originally but since we're back on the air this time there's been no aggro at all about Loving Awareness. In the early
Seventies I always spoke about Loving Awareness to journalists and they never printed it. I would say "I know you're
not going to be allowed to print this... " just to get them at it, so they'd fight to get it in! But they would
absolutely blatantly leave it out. Now, I always speak about it and they always print it. I've had enormously good
reaction to it.

While they're embarrassed they don't hear the jingle. After you get through that, then they're actually hearing
it. They start to hear the jingle and then they start to say ''Well, what is this all about?" A lot of people become
'"Members of the Club' and the moment they've joined these clubs they think '"That's it, now I've taken care of that side
of my life'. You never hear on Caroline how you join the club or who the guru is. They keep saying 'L.A.' and they
never say what it's about. I think what we've done is triggered a lot of reaction by the fact we don't explain it. I
think the collective build-up of this is that people have to think out for themselves what it is, because nobody has
told them. In the process of doing that, I would say ninety-five per cent come to the same kind of conclusion; not
exactly, but in essence. They have a general feeling that is clear what it's about. I think by triggering that, by
stimulating that part of the brain that deals with that, we've brought that idea to life in a number of people,
reminded them that that's an important part of their life and that it's not something to relegate to Sunday when you're
kneeling in the church for thirty minutes and then 'That's it, now I've done that let's get back to hitting each other
over the head" on the Monday. _

There's probably quite a few people resent the messagej we've had one 'How dare you so arrogantly put this out
over the air? The Church of England looks after that for us." You say to these people ''Instead of the Church of England
looking after it we're suggesting You look after it!' If they ask'' Who's the guru?" and we said on Caroline "It's
Fred", they'd say ''Oh, we can let Fred look after it, he's the head of that department''! A lot of people say ''As long
as I don't have to do anything I'm for it. I'll pay an annual subscription or whatever as long as you don't ask me as
an individual to get involved with some bit of madness.' We don't give them a place to write so there's no way they can
run to somewhere else. |

I feel it's a unique situation to be in to have something that's being listened to by that number of people
(although we had to create it for it to be there) and I think it's possible we've scratched at the European
Consciousness. Of the people who listen to Caroline we've had a small effect on some and maybe a slightly larger effect
on others - and some,obviously, are not affected at all. In the Great Lake of Life it's a tiny pebble in the middle of
the lake; but it is a pebble and it does hit the lake and there are ripples. When those ripples hit the shore, and if
they hit the shore, at what point and how, will depend on all kinds of factors; mainly on how receptive the person who
receives the message is.

It could have been a lot bigger. We made some fundamental errors along the way. If the Loving Awareness band had
taken off in '/6 as we had planned that would have been a tremendous influence. Those four guys really were an
enormously powerful consciousness, the four of them together; if that had kind of plugged into this box and went 'plop"
there would have been a band putting that out and actually living it, genuinely living it. That would have been
staggering because millions of people would have had that kind of Energy coming at them and say 'l can feel that they
really mean it". That is the key to it. Mike Hagler, his wife told me when I went for the new jingles, was so thrilled
that we came back to him to do it that he rushed out and paid five thousand dollars for studio equipment to get all the
right sounds on. |

The other part about it is, I think, that if millions of people could live that idea, not for any religious
reason or 'l want to be good for the neighbours' but because they felt better in their own heads for being there,
that's the basic feeling of it. That's the best way to sell it; that you will feel a lot better if you live, in your
head, in that sort of place; positive, optimistic and what have you.

A Dedication

What T would like to say is, there have been times in the dark days - and the dark nights - when the weather
battles, and everything else, that I have actually had moments where I have thought '"God, is all the battle and
struggle worth it? Is there anybody who actually cares if this thing continues or not?' At that moment I've always
thought of Buster, and I've thought 'Well, there is one person who does care, one hundred per cent''. A lot of people
care about Caroline but he's somebody who absolutely cares about whether it actually survives. I can remember many
occasions when his enthusiasm and dedication is such a reassurance. At moments that's enormously powerful. I can't say
that had he not been there I wouldn't have gone on; but I can say that it's a possibility.

I believe that individuals make an enormous difference to things. I'm an enormous believer in the individual. If
anything, Caroline is dedicated to the individual - and that means every individual. We're all capable of the best and

the worst. So what I'd like to say in this book is I'd like to dedicate it to the Freedom of the Individual. And that's
about it.

RONAN C'RAHILLY, March 1984

FRadcdo (Carolimeaa
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the Fredericia

The 'Fredericia'' was built in 1930 by Frederikshaven V & F A/S in Frederikshaven, Denmark. She was a seven
hundred and two ton passenger ferry, one hundred and eighty eight feet long, with a thirty foot beam. She could make a
speed of fourteen knots.

In 1963 she was sold to a Swiss company, Araune, and found her- way to Greenore in Eire where she was renamed
"Caroline'" and fitted as a radioship. Three hundred tons of concrete was added to balance her new one hundred and sixty
foot aerial mast.

She sailed from Greenore under Captain Baeker on 26th March, 1964, and anchored in the Thames; three months later
she retraced her steps and stayed off the Isle of Man until towed away by the tug ''Utrecht" on 3rd March 1963.

After four years chained up in Amsterdam, she was publicly aucticned by R.W. Bais on 29th May 1972. She was
purchased by Holland's biggest shipbreaker, Mr Frank Rijsdijk-Holland, for 26,500 guilders (about £3,500). Her life
ended in the scrapyard of Arie Rijsdijk, Bos & Sons of Hendrick Ido Ambacht.

@@?@ﬂﬁﬁu@ Eﬂﬁ?@ﬁ@

Radio Caroline was the first offshore radio station to transmit from the coast of England, and Britain's first
all-day music station. She first began to broadcast on Good Friday, 27/th March, in 1964. On this day, tests were made
at 1700 to 1715 and again between 2100 and 2200. Her first programme began at about three minutes past noon the next
day.

The first record to be heard from Caroline was ''Around Midnight" by Jimmy McGriff; this subsequently became
established as the station's first theme-tune.

Contrary to popular belief, Simon Dee's voice was not the first to be heard on the station. Chris Moore made a
few announcements during the Friday night test broadcasts, and it was Chris who presented the first programme after
being introduced by Simon.

Most of the Caroline DJs in early 1964 recorded their programmes in London. Carl Conway was the first to have his
tape aired , on the opening day of the station, 28th March.

The first female DJ on Caroline could have been singer Sylvie Vartan. While visiting the Mi Amigo to promote a
record she got stranded aboard by bad weather, and took over part of Tony Blackburn's programme on 18th September 1965.
In the Seventies, Debbie England was the first lady to appear behind Caroline's microphone, and in the Eighties the
privilege went to Diane Lauren whose first programme was on 12th March 1984.

The first jingle used by the station was the Caroline Bell, which survives to this very day!

The first commercial ever broadcast by Caroline was for Woburn Abbey and was aired on May Day 1964. The
advertizing campaign that really hit Britain by storm was the write-in competition 'Caroline Cash Casino'' which first
appeared in October 1966.

The first live concert to take place aboard the 'Caroline'' was in May 1964 by musicians Jimmy Smith, Tony Crombie
and Tony Thorpe. It all happened live on deck - not by design, but because Jimmy's organ was too large to take below!

The Caroline Club was launched on 1lst July 1964. Membership cost five shillings. The first ""Caroline Club Request
Show' was aired on 1llth July.

On Saturday, 4th July 1964 Caroline became the first station to broadcast live on the move! The "Caroline' began
to sail from the Thames Estuary at midnight, began her day's broadcasting at 0600, and gave a running commentary on the
journey all the way to the Isle of Man. Her anchor was put down on the Bahama Bank, five miles off Ramsey, on 6th July.
Thus Radio Caroline became the first ship-borne station to transmit to the North of England, Wales and Ireland.

The first time a lifeboat was called out to Caroline was in July 1964 when a technician, Dermot Hoy, was
suffering abdominal pain and was believed to have appendicitis. The first lifeboat to attend the North Ship took ashore
the Chief Engineer, Manfred Sommers, with a crushed hand in February 1966.

Over the course of her career Caroline has been able to effect several rescues by being in the right vicinity when
accidents have occurred. The first life she saved was that of American fighter pilot First Lieutenant John Wynn, when
his McDonnell RF-101C Voodoo jet developed engine trouble, forcing him to ditch in an icy ' North Sea in April 1965.

Caroline ("like all Queens' says Tony Allan!) has an official birthday , which is Easter Saturday. She celebrated
her first birthday by presenting four 'Bell Awards" to record artists who'd supported her throughout that first
exciting year of her life.

The first disaster to occur to Caroline was when the South Ship landed on Frinton Beach on 19th January 1966. For
rescuing her DJs that night, in a blizzard of driving snow, the Walton Lifesaving Apparatus Company received the Board
of Trade Shield, the first award of their sixty year history. That hadn't been the first time a Caroline anchor had
been lost however; that distinction went to the North Ship a year earlier.

The "Caroline" was not just the first but the only radioship to have a wedding performed aboard her! Janet Teret
and Mick Luvsit were married by Captain Martin Gips on 20th September 1966.

' The G.P.0. (forerunner of British Telecom) was happy to supply the Caroline office with telephone services but
didn't like the idea of printing 'Radio Caroline' in their directory. Therefore; when Caroline's mumber first appeared
in November 1964 it was as ''Caroline Sales''.

Radio Caroline was first discussed in Parliament on 7th April 1964; it took three years for legislation to be
passed to silence the so-called ''pirate'' stations. The 'Marine, &c., Broadcasting (Offences) Act 1967" came into effect
at midnight on l4th August 1967. Caroline became the first station to defy this act, and the only one of the existing
stations to continue. The first DJs to broadcast when the Act came into force were Johnnie Walker and The Admiral
Robbie Dale; when the Act was extended to cover the Isle of Man, Don Allen's was the first voice to be heard on
Caroline North after midnight on lst September. The first DJs to be prosecuted under the Act were Andy Archer and John
B. Mair; the first, and so far the only, DJ to fight the law - and win - was Johnny Jason. (::)



Caroline's first brush with the law was in May 1964 when Customs officers from the "Venturous'" were refused
permission to board the ''Caroline" to examine her boiided stores. The first - and only - time the British Authorities
ever boarded the 'Mi Amigo" was on l4th November 1975 after the ship had drifted. The Captain and three other persons
were arrested and prosecuted for assisting illegal broadcasts from within territorial waters.

- The first - and so far the only - time Radio Caroline's broadcasts have been subjected to deliberate jamming by
the Govermment was while she was a guest aboard the 'Mebo II'" in June 1970.

The first time two transmitters operated simultaneously on different frequencies from the '"Mi Amigo'' was on 17th
May 1973; they first carried separate programmes on 31st May.

And now, the biggest first of all - Radio Caroline is the first offshore station to be still on the air a full
twenty years after her first broadcast! Happy Birthday, Caroline! And many, many more of them!

Democracy

has it's fling :arl cﬂnlﬂiu

One day my agent, Alison Cuttler, said to me "There's some sort of radio station auditioning people; would you
go along?" So I went to somewhere in St. John's Wood to a studio and did an interview. Michael Joseph seemed to be
the spokesman. He said "We like that; could you come back next week?" I did, and he said then "We'd like to have
you working with us. We'll tell you more about it now; it is a pirate radio station" - or "offshore"; they wouldn't
call it "pirate" at the time! And that's how I got in. .

Very shortly after that, we were all stockpiling tapes, myself and one or two others. John Junkin was one.

We went to various places, one was in Gerard Street, and for about two or three months were making tape after tape,
all taped programmes in advance, giving them days, times and so forth. Easter 1964, Simon Dee went out to the ship
and he actually opened the station. He was doing live shows all the time and putting tapes on in between; Christopher
Moore too went out there.

For the hour of transmission on Good Friday, I came home to Margate. Ronan O'Rahilly, who was the boss,
sald "Would you drive around Thanet and as far as you can to different parts of Kent, listening on your car radio,
and make a report on how it's coming over and if it's fading anywhere?" T did; I dived up the Thanet Way and right
across country up to Canterbury and so on, listening all the time, and it came in pretty good everywhere that I went.

None of us really knew what it would do, but when we were driving around, all the way from Margate as far as
Colchester everybody seemed to be listening to this new pirate radio station. When we started getting more powerful,
when we started getting fan-mail, we realised it was a terrific potential; we never realised it was going to be so
gigantic as it was. It was brand new to us in England. It was something that had never happened before. If you
listened to BBC Radio, they had nothing like it. There was Radio Luxembourg, and then there was an alternative
- all day long! And subsequently all night. Of course people listened. There was nothing else to listen to of
that kind.

I did have to go to the ship, unfortunately. It was comfortable, up to a point; I suppose "the bare
necessities" would sum the whole thing up. It wasn't very big, but it was bigger than the Mi Amigo of course.
Luckily, it was summer and I did a lot of sunbathing on the top deck. One thing that stood out for me was that
there was no time. I suppose if you were on the ship for a long time you would get some sort of priorities, but
apart from the shows that you were doing you didn't really think whether it was morning or afternoon or what; evening
went into night, afternoon into evening, and it was all one sort of time. We did have television. It could be very
boring though. The claustrophobic bit was that there were no women on board, and two weeks when you're virile was
rather a long time. The girls at Caroline House were always a bit scared of me when I first came off the ship. I
don't know what sailors do when they're on board for months on end; we made a fuss about a fortnight!

Simon Dee, Keith Skues, Tom Lodge, Gerry Duncan - he wasn't on the ship permanently, he was the studio manager
at Caroline Headquarters - Chris Moore came and went. Of course we weren't on the ship all together because it was
one week off and two weeks on. Ronan came out for a day just to see it all, he didn't do any broadcasting. I can't
think of anyone else who was there.

I never went back to the original Caroline ship af'ter she went North. Luckily, as I was doing a lot of
cor zrcials and clients couldn't exactly come out to the ship, they took me back to Caroline House in Chesterfield
Gardens off Curzon Street. So I was nice and comfortable downstairs at Caroline House most of the rest of the time.
I preferred it because it was standing still! We had lots of clients for the national adverts, they came to the
studios, we were taping and making it sound like it was live.

I had my own little department and it was a great pleasure to go out and interview Roger Moore, Alfred Hitchcock
and any Americans coming over, directors or stars, at places I could never afford to go to, like the Penthouse Suite
at the Dorchester Hotel for Jaqueline Suzanne. the authoress of 'Valley of the Dolls'. 1I'd interviewed Roger Moore
twice; then, as I was reverting to acting from time to time, I played the part of the German wine waiter in one of the
'Saint' series and he said "You haven't come to interview me again, have you?" I said "No! I'm acting with you this
Cime!" Ronan was tickled pink that I was appearing on television and films as well; he loved that, and so did I!
Being on Caroline did help with TV commercials, overseas radio commercials and so on, because you were a Name, and
once you're a name you get work. I was having also to go out and do personal apperances; crown carnival queens,
various things like that, which was very nice. That was the glamour of the job, very much so, because Caroline was
THE new fantastic thing in everybody's world of music.

I don't know what the beef was with Radio Atlanta; I don't remember what it was all about, but it really was
like piracy at that time on land! We were still stockpiling these tapes, and Michael Joseph came into the little
studio and said "There's some trouble with this Radio Atlanta station - can't tell you exactly what's happening, but
stop doing your tapes right now. We're going to take all the tapes out with us, we don't want them to get hold of them,
and we'll go and sit in the coffee bar around the corner until it's all ironed out " Then an amalgamation took
place. Allan Crawford and the Australian DJs all joined us at Caroline House. They had one floor, we had the other,
and we were all working together after that. The income was over-doubled when we had North and South; we covered the
country, more or less.

We didn't mind Radio London because they were a really good professional station and good competition. Sometimes
they took the lead and sometimes we did; but I think we ended up taking the lead because when Caroline Cash Casino
with Bill Hearne started, and we put up our kilowatts, we really became Number One again. But some of the other small
ones we weren't happy about at all, because some of them were always getting into trouble and unfortunately for us,
whno were very bona fide, this did not help our case. The shooting of Reg Calvert gave the British Government the
excuse to say "There you are you see, we allow these things to happen, all these illegitimate things go on, and people
get killed." We didn't need this sort of publicity.




Caroline's first day on the air:

Simon Dee in the studio with Jan Gumnerson at the controls; Chris Moore shares the Bridge with Captain Mackay.




and on and we thought it'd never happen. especially when there were hundreds of thousands of people
writinétiﬁegilgihe time and petitizﬁs to the Government; but this wretched Shor? , the Pastm%ster'General to the Egbour
Government of the time, made it quite clear that the more people wanted the rad}m.they weren't going to le? them have
it. I remember his words: '"We're not going to let them cock a sSnook aF the British Government. It doesn't matterd
how many people write in and make petitions, we are not going to allow it." We knew then our goose was cooked - an

it was. The axe dropped. | :
It was very sad. From then on there was a depressing atmosphere about the place. The office and the studios

] ith us, we'd like to have you
were shut down completely and they had to go to Holland. They did say_"Yﬂu can come Wit , :
there, it's up to iou”, but I thought "No, I'll carry on with the acting - wh? knmws_what'll happen in Holland?
It miéht happen again". All right, call me a coward, folks; I was still working, still had my agent and all my con-

tacts; if I had _been purely radio, nothing else at all, it may be a different story.

t : i ful years, and suddenly it was cut down just like that.
b e g e st U There will be many listeners of course, but they've got a

I just don't think it's quite the same.
From an interview by TIM STEWART

It's not the fantastic advanture now that it was.
lot of competition these days. Now there's plenty to listen to.

The DOWMN S and BES of the

When the Mi Amigo first became a radio ship (she was then called "Bon Jour") she was fitted with a forty-three
metre aerial mast in the free port of Copenhagen.

This mast didn't survive the Atlantic crossings in 1963. A new one, which was an aluminium structure that reached
168 ft above deck-level, was designed and built on the Isle of Wight and was fitted in the port of Greenore. On the
Journey from Greenore to the Thames Estuary the ship was forced to put into Falmouth harbour so that the riggers could
return to do repairs to the mast.

Once broadcasting had begun, the mast was undamaged throughout the Sixties. It took in its stride the beaching
at Frinton and subsequent trip to Holland; but in Holland it was removed for its own safety while the ship was in a
harbour alive with swinging cranes! It was refitted before she left to return again to the Essex Coast. Two winters
later the Mi Amigo was towed to Amsterdam with the mast still intact.

In September 1972 the Mi Amigo put to sea again, still with her original mast. But no maintenance had taken
place on the structure since Caroline ceased to broadcast in 1968. This, combined with the fact the ship was in a much
less sheltered anchorage off the Dutch coast, culminated in three-quarters of Mast Number One being lost into the sea
in winds of 75 mph - force eleven - on 13th November 1972.

By the end of 1972, new bases had been prepared on the deck of the Mi Amigo, and a new lattice mast, designed
by Chris Cary, was lying in sections in Scheveningen harbour waiting to be taken aboard. By 13th May 1973, when Radio
Caroline began broadcasting on 389 metres, ten sections had been erected. From 26th June, the station was off the air
for twelve days with generator trouble allowing Robin Adcroft, Norman Barrington and Bob Noakes to add the final two
sections to bring Mast Number Two to its complete height of 180 ft.

Mast Number Two didn't even survive its first winter. On 1st October 1973, it came crashing down, leaving only
a 26 ft section still standing. This section was still of some use; Chief Engineer Peter Chicago rigged a new aerial,
of four wires in parallel, between the remains of the mast and the ship's after-mast. But this arrangement only
lasted until 18th October, when the final section followed its mates into the brine.

Radio Atlantis had at the time acquired a ship of their own, and had had a telescopic mast designed by
ex-Caroline technician Will van der Steen and built by a wrought-iron gate company! By the time it was ready, Atlantis
were not ‘willing to pay for it; it was offered to Ronan at cost price and without delay he sent an emissary with
the cash - plus an extra 10% to clinch the deal - and the new mast was collected and taken out to the Mi Amigo the
very same day. If proved to be of far greater use to her than it could have been to Radio Atlantis, as they gave up
the fight and closed down when the Dutch GoVernment brought in a Marine Offences Act less than a year later.

By 23rd November, five of the nine sections of the yellow Mast Number Three had been erected, but professional
aerial riggers were brought in to complete the job. This they did in a spell of calm weather before Christmas - and
the full height of 165 ft was achieved on the morning of Christmas Eve! Radio Caroline was thus able to return to
the air on Christmas Day.

On 19th April 1974, the mast was reinforced as far as the first crossbar. No further problems were experienced
untll 1st December 1975; then the top of the mast broke off. Repairs were effected on 8th January 1976. In August
1979, the top of the mast bent over; Kees Burrell climbed right to the top twice, once to assess the situation and
agailn to take up tools and straighten it out. His journey to the top took him fifteen minutes!

Mast Number Three was regularly maintained. A complete spare set of stays was kept on board, but was never
needed; it was only ocecasionally necessary even for any of them to need tightening, but checking them was a vital job
which was usually undertaken by Peter Chicago.

It's Mast Number Three that's still standing, marking the spot where the Mi Amigo lies beneath the waves. Just
before the tragedy it had been freshly red-leaded and was showing no signs of corrosion or decay of any kind. A strong,
well constructed mast, it has every chance of continuing to maintain its position until the Mi Amigo is eventually
reclaimed from the seabed!





















































































































