























Caroline's first day on the air:

Simon Dee in the studio with Jan Gumnerson at the controls; Chris Moore shares the Bridge with Captain Mackay.




and on and we thought it'd never happen. especially when there were hundreds of thousands of people
writinétiﬁegilgihe time and petitizﬁs to the Government; but this wretched Shor? , the Pastm%ster'General to the Egbour
Government of the time, made it quite clear that the more people wanted the rad}m.they weren't going to le? them have
it. I remember his words: '"We're not going to let them cock a sSnook aF the British Government. It doesn't matterd
how many people write in and make petitions, we are not going to allow it." We knew then our goose was cooked - an

it was. The axe dropped. | :
It was very sad. From then on there was a depressing atmosphere about the place. The office and the studios

] ith us, we'd like to have you
were shut down completely and they had to go to Holland. They did say_"Yﬂu can come Wit , :
there, it's up to iou”, but I thought "No, I'll carry on with the acting - wh? knmws_what'll happen in Holland?
It miéht happen again". All right, call me a coward, folks; I was still working, still had my agent and all my con-

tacts; if I had _been purely radio, nothing else at all, it may be a different story.

t : i ful years, and suddenly it was cut down just like that.
b e g e st U There will be many listeners of course, but they've got a

I just don't think it's quite the same.
From an interview by TIM STEWART

It's not the fantastic advanture now that it was.
lot of competition these days. Now there's plenty to listen to.

The DOWMN S and BES of the

When the Mi Amigo first became a radio ship (she was then called "Bon Jour") she was fitted with a forty-three
metre aerial mast in the free port of Copenhagen.

This mast didn't survive the Atlantic crossings in 1963. A new one, which was an aluminium structure that reached
168 ft above deck-level, was designed and built on the Isle of Wight and was fitted in the port of Greenore. On the
Journey from Greenore to the Thames Estuary the ship was forced to put into Falmouth harbour so that the riggers could
return to do repairs to the mast.

Once broadcasting had begun, the mast was undamaged throughout the Sixties. It took in its stride the beaching
at Frinton and subsequent trip to Holland; but in Holland it was removed for its own safety while the ship was in a
harbour alive with swinging cranes! It was refitted before she left to return again to the Essex Coast. Two winters
later the Mi Amigo was towed to Amsterdam with the mast still intact.

In September 1972 the Mi Amigo put to sea again, still with her original mast. But no maintenance had taken
place on the structure since Caroline ceased to broadcast in 1968. This, combined with the fact the ship was in a much
less sheltered anchorage off the Dutch coast, culminated in three-quarters of Mast Number One being lost into the sea
in winds of 75 mph - force eleven - on 13th November 1972.

By the end of 1972, new bases had been prepared on the deck of the Mi Amigo, and a new lattice mast, designed
by Chris Cary, was lying in sections in Scheveningen harbour waiting to be taken aboard. By 13th May 1973, when Radio
Caroline began broadcasting on 389 metres, ten sections had been erected. From 26th June, the station was off the air
for twelve days with generator trouble allowing Robin Adcroft, Norman Barrington and Bob Noakes to add the final two
sections to bring Mast Number Two to its complete height of 180 ft.

Mast Number Two didn't even survive its first winter. On 1st October 1973, it came crashing down, leaving only
a 26 ft section still standing. This section was still of some use; Chief Engineer Peter Chicago rigged a new aerial,
of four wires in parallel, between the remains of the mast and the ship's after-mast. But this arrangement only
lasted until 18th October, when the final section followed its mates into the brine.

Radio Atlantis had at the time acquired a ship of their own, and had had a telescopic mast designed by
ex-Caroline technician Will van der Steen and built by a wrought-iron gate company! By the time it was ready, Atlantis
were not ‘willing to pay for it; it was offered to Ronan at cost price and without delay he sent an emissary with
the cash - plus an extra 10% to clinch the deal - and the new mast was collected and taken out to the Mi Amigo the
very same day. If proved to be of far greater use to her than it could have been to Radio Atlantis, as they gave up
the fight and closed down when the Dutch GoVernment brought in a Marine Offences Act less than a year later.

By 23rd November, five of the nine sections of the yellow Mast Number Three had been erected, but professional
aerial riggers were brought in to complete the job. This they did in a spell of calm weather before Christmas - and
the full height of 165 ft was achieved on the morning of Christmas Eve! Radio Caroline was thus able to return to
the air on Christmas Day.

On 19th April 1974, the mast was reinforced as far as the first crossbar. No further problems were experienced
untll 1st December 1975; then the top of the mast broke off. Repairs were effected on 8th January 1976. In August
1979, the top of the mast bent over; Kees Burrell climbed right to the top twice, once to assess the situation and
agailn to take up tools and straighten it out. His journey to the top took him fifteen minutes!

Mast Number Three was regularly maintained. A complete spare set of stays was kept on board, but was never
needed; it was only ocecasionally necessary even for any of them to need tightening, but checking them was a vital job
which was usually undertaken by Peter Chicago.

It's Mast Number Three that's still standing, marking the spot where the Mi Amigo lies beneath the waves. Just
before the tragedy it had been freshly red-leaded and was showing no signs of corrosion or decay of any kind. A strong,
well constructed mast, it has every chance of continuing to maintain its position until the Mi Amigo is eventually
reclaimed from the seabed!





















































































































