-'1:. — -'a.

—

//Brearlfz_ g Out
/4 In Ballisodare

/ lf? world of
/ @huck Berry

_. h}id&nck}* de Valera

. Yo-Ho-Ho: Pirates of the Airwaves
monn O Cathdin watches Dublin’s
other TV. John Little turns the dial
on the city’s thirteen radio stations,



Mo, 133

U2: A Thousand Puns
Wearlet”, a new album by Mount
Temphe’s fimest, 12, s on the
way. They D00 ars on the wa ¥, for
the Slane Festival on Sunday
wzck, Gerarnd Sigging spoke Lo

the blond one, Adam Clayton,

13

The Square
by Svd Bluetl

15

The Printed World

Irish people read more books than
any other people on earth; but do
they read all the way through, or
do they skip? Seona MacReam-
afinn trovels around Dublin
leoking at the places whers such
people congresaie o mdulge their
addiction.

6

Flickering By Night

I"or somee mon ths nosw Diwblin
televasion viewers have had a

s th channel o waleh: Channel
D, Al present they are broadecast-
L1k flmes and the occasiomal ingeT-
view, Eamonn O Cathan talks (o
el and waiches thew product.

Tom Grace

6 AupUSt 1981

Cover by Alex McLennon

-

Join The Club

Lynn Geldof has just discovered
Club Travel, “T'his 18 how the
apostles must have feli. | can't
wiit to spread the good word,’
And she docsn't,

10
LaTraviata, Snerm And The
Intelligence Park

Gerald Berry, the composer, has
returned (o lve m Ieeland, with o
radio play, *La Traviata®, under
his arm. Ghuseppe Verdi it isn't,
and it sounds like fun, Michael
Dervan writes,

Racing Just Between Friends
Dierek Daly was an pceordion
champion; now he is 3 sfar racing
driver, John Stephens doscribes
his good fortune in gelling spomn-
sorship,

29
| Al About Pirate Radio

Information and frequencies and
a detniled wave band, for both
Medium Wave and VHI, of all
thirteen Dablin pirate sadios,
Compiled by John Litthe,

47

Strange Fruits

"Being fond of a wuch of the
vialgars myselt, I have always
enjoved Ken Russell’s films,” says
David McK enna, ‘and “Aliered
States” 15 no cxceplion’,

8

Cherishing The Children
There is o place lor those who
sniff glue to po ot nights; they
have to kave their plue behind
baat it is open tweniy-four howrs,
It is beside 51 Michael and John's
church and Denis Greoghegan
wenl down (o pay a visil.

| 48

Too Much, Man

Tom Mathews went to the
Magnel Bar on a Wednesday
night, "My ears almost Tell off; It
was like pressing your head
aainst a burglar alarm.’

15

Rolling Over Chuck Berry

In the green felds of Sligo thou-
sands will gather this weekend (o
hear & whole lot of folk music,
and Chuck Berry. Rocky
IdeValera pays his dues {o The
man whose dominating guitar
|';'|.|.|;|,.|rt151 muurilq_.e wocals and J],-'I'il:'i
brought in a new teenage Llifestyle
ol ghils, carg and good times,

Revue

. T oS e W B
[T e e P B 51
Biook®, . o ot e g
D = e e 51
T o1 1| e et et R T,
Clagsical Musie, . . . vovie - . 50
[T T [ e e R e 57
Matunz

RS s e e ok 52
T T e e A 57
| e o et e b b et A 47
Television . . . .« ke
Traditional & Folk Music . . 49

BT el SR RO R TR,
14 Days: What’s On

o e sty ot MR L Y B, T
{finema
el N ORI = rer . i 38
| i s e S .4l
I o s e - n e 42

Subuhuns . s e e
M usic

e ] 0ot Al et el | W 25
(B [T T e e e 25
Discos & MNightclubs . . . . 25
A e T DS S T e e L 24
v A R e et s S S
Traditional & Folk . . ... . 23
p LT 0T Ee s R T e 1 26
Motlccbosrd . L s 42

Radio, . . .
st T S RS I )

SO e s A T e e 29
Febevision . . . o o ose soa.s 26
A1) o B e S 35

Editor Jahn Dowvie: Features Editor Cofin Toaban; Asdstant Ediors Mare Bafieny, Hugh Qoigley: Prodootion 'Willy Erennan: Asleertismg i ARl information Nitings are pub-

Manager Hoger Cole) Advertising Hepresentatives Teary Hemman, Mark Turpin; Credil Contred & Promodion Tom Doy e Aceounits Lix
Alcsimars Reception Mauneen Gillespie: Associabes Jill BKearmey, Kon Geogleegan; Tallboy Pote Shait; Music Shans Melillateon [ Rock)
Aichael Dervan (Classcal b, Eamonm O Catbain | Traditiemal &  Folk ) John Eennedy {Cabares), Lester Glictes {Coumtry b Cinema David
ek imna. BMiclael Dwwer: Drama Fioran O Fsale; Yisual Aris Aidsn |:l|||:II|.';!"=p-|1I'I Sean Cresdon, Had” Jim Blowling:, TV Madiice lirls;
Radeo Patricin Quinn: Geaphies Saturio Alosso, Syd e, Aongus Collins, Gay Dowling, didan Dosme, Ada Bajeemoe, Jobhn kennedy,
Foem Mathews, Des MeAllster, Brendan O'Brien, Brian O Tooke, Philip Quested, Mary Quinlan, Secaille; Nofwere Bermard Loughling Photo-

graphs Tosn drmde, Boh Habby . Tany Moray, Beendan Walsh, Paled By Leinsiern l::-.|'|rr--:-: LI9TY Lid, Dublm Boad, Porlhmes:

IHsrribnied by Meweprend L, Leelklenhrndge Imilsisdril Estaie, Inchicore, Dublin |2 :';-Ilhll.'l'iph'lllﬂ Rates lechoed & VR L1 Elsewhene

12 Member of Diohlin Towrisne, Member ol the Aodil Bureas of Circwlalpsns

Published every second Thursday by Yahoo Lid, 40 Lower Ormond Quay, Dublin |

lished free of charge, Ring Hugh'
Chuiglew o write or call in. While
canribuions  are welcome, the
editors accep! mo resporsibiliny
for  manuscripts  submitted and
will refurm only  hose acoom-
paried by g stamped, addresged
envelape.




"THE DUBLIN

~ AND PEOPLE'S MISCELLANY

Flickering By Night

Dublin’s Pirate Television Station

by Eamonn 0 Cathéin

I have a television set. It is quite a handsome model
and it includes a remote control computer. As I like
television I often spend a good deal of my time in
front of the box. One Friday night in mid-June I
looked at a blank but undulating screen for several
hours when most television stations were in their bed
and fast asleep. | was expecting to see a major feature
film — possibly ‘Kramer vs Kramer’. What I didn’t
know was that a force of Gardai armed with crow-
bars were preventing me from seeing it.

They were parked outside the
State Cinema in Phibsborough
from where this film would have
been broadcast. The button was
the third on my television set and
the station was Channel D, sub-
titled Independent Television
Dublin, I had learned of plans of
the instigation of this channel
since carly April and had been
clicking the buttons on my set to
no avail until the beginning of
June, just before the election,
Then, one Friday | tuned into a
pilot test show which was broad-
cast every night for the following
week., The reception was very
poor, with the picture constantly
rolling and a veritable snowstorm
on the screen, but the sound was
almost perfect,

The signal was weak, the recep-
tion in black and white and the
frequently-repeated material irri-
tating. One observer described the
operation as ‘amatcur-land’,

But somebody, somgwhere, had
succeeded in putting a picture on
my screen,

The station had a signature tune,
4 logo and a new name — Channel
D (it had previously been announ-
ced as Channel 3). They had be-
gun by making two test transmis-
sions from the Cameclot Hotel in
Malahide fronted by ‘Doctor’ Don
Moore, he of ARD fame, on 25
April and now announced that
owing to police harrassment they
would cease transmission until the
new government was installed the
following Tuesday and that they

This is Jim Reldy, he is one of the
directors of the station,

would then return to full-power
broadcasting.

When the Coalition government
took over the pirates began to
broadcast once more until the
third week of July, The Gardai
did not return to prevent broad-
casting and the station proceeded

to show one film per night. The -

staff had taken confidence from
the fact that some TDs are on
record as saying that they would
support their causc as long as
‘they did not transmit obscene or
pornographic material’, While |
have not personally tuned in to
the station every night since it
began, most of the material I have

Bob Hobby

Joan Lowe, Channel D presenter, with ‘Doctor’ Don Moore,

seen could hardly be described as
entirely savoury., Some of the
films have leanings towards soft
porn featuring, for example, a
stripper, while others contained
language which could be offensive
to some, But by far the most
objectionable were the films
which featured gangland killers,
and mafia hit-men, Murder was
seen to be glorified; | remember
two scenes — one where a black
man seduced a black woman but
as soon as they were in the bed-
room, he murdered her, In an-
other a man shot another in the
kneecap and watched his agony-
ridden face for ten to twenty
seconds before shooting him in
the face. All this with a horrific
smile on the killer’s face.

Broadcasts begin very suddenly,
without any ceremony, The
ecquipment consists solely of a
video-cassette recorder linked to a
transmitter and thence to arr
Aerial in the roof, This means that
there are no continuity announ-
cers and no live bulleting, as nor-
mal single-camera studios are not
yet available to them, The staff of
Channel D originally had plans for
breakfast television — the first in
Europe — and while I was told
that they had already made some
early morning transmissions, this
had not been to the format
envisaged,

The schedule originally involved
rising at 5.30am to research and

script the news (by reading tiie
papers) and then to have a camera
rehearsal from 6.15 to 6.30am
followed by video taping until 7
am. The recording would then be
edited on to cassette and then
rushed by motorbike from Alto
Productions — a separate com-
pany of whom Channel D is a
client — where it would be broad-
cast from Phibsborough from
7.45 until 8.15 am. Plans have
only temporarily been shelved
and if the channel takes off in the
way that the directors hope, then
the idea will eventually become a
reality, The station is at present
transmitting in colour but only
within a five mile radius of Phibs-
borough, For a further ten miles
it can be seen in monochrome to
people who live on the very fringe
of the reception area. It is rec-
eived via rabbit’s ears only and if
I move my aerial the signal dis-
appears, At the time of writing
the station is not broadcasting
because it has received and is
currently installing a very sophis-
ticated transmitter from Holland,
which will have a reception range
of twenty-five to thirty miles
and will be in full colour, The
station is also having a more
powerful aerial installed which
will improve reception, It is not
clear exactly when the station
would come back on the air but
it should be in the near future,
Pirate television, though new to
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Ireland, is not altogether new to
Europe, In Italy the idea reached
ridiculous levels where in the
northern half of the country
alone hundreds of stations had
spawned, The Rome area at one
time had over sixty stations and
one of these even imanaged to
block out the State’s national
broadcasting channel., But where-
as the Italians were only interest-
ed in pornography the pirates
here are committed to a long-
term policy of establishing indep-
endent local television in Ireland,
where the station would be
entirely self-supporting through
revenue earned from advertising,.

Hardly believing this desire to
be a solely philanthropic gesture,
I contacted Brian K. Dick when
he was recording an interview
with Victor Bewley for Channel
D. Brian was one of the first pre-
senters for the channel and he
also let me see a promotional and
unedited video of an interview
outlining the aims of the station, I
asked him questions:

Brian, can you tell me about
Channel D and Channel 3?

‘Brian K. Dick: There has been a
split something along the lines of
the Provos and their legal branch,
'Sinn Fein, Channel 3 is now just a
pressure group which lobbies for

independent broadcasting but

which does not transmit. Channel

D on the other hand shows prog-
rammes but does not see it as

piracy, rather as ‘test trans-
missions’,

Are you getting any advertise-

ments?

Yes, there are a lot coming in

now. These will presumably be

shown when the new Dutch trans-

mitter comes into operation. Ob-

viously it’s a slow process — we

can’t be as public as we’d like

about our schedule — and we have

to build up an audience through

word of mouth. Advertisements

will follow on that.

I find a lot of these films that are

being shown very objectionable

because of the sadistic violence

contained in them,

Well, actually I haven’t seen any

of these yet as | can't receive the
channel, But the directors are

anxious to succeed and presum-
ably they are showing this sort of
material to attract audiences and

eventually advertising. Also funds
are low and these films are prob-
ably cheap. A lot of money is
‘being spent — on the new trans-
mitter and aerial. The channel is

going to make it. The big corpora-

tions will of course chase Channel

D up for royalties but not the

smaller kind of companies that .
make these kind of films. Royal-
ties will of course be paid when'
the channel gets established, The

film distributors don’t like the

sound of it,

What about RTE?

Well, the only complaint I know

had it so good.

The State Cinema in Phibsborough: all over the city screens flicker by night and insomniacs have e 5
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of has been that when Channel D
broadcast during the day it
caused interference to RTE’s
reception in at least one area,

At present the service is only
available to those of us with rab-
bit's ears. What about the popula-
tion who avail of the piped
system?

Well, initially the directors didn’t
want to use the piped system as
the signal could then be easily
jammed. But now both Phoenix
and Merlin are saying that they
will give the station a channel

within six to eight weels, What,

they envisage doing is nsing the
BBC2 channel when it closes
down each night.

The delivery of this new and more
powerful Dutch transmitter is the
latest development in Channel D's
history.

The immediate plans would be to
get it on to the pipe. From then
the reception will improve, adver-

Michael Collins sits idly by,

tisers will be attracted and the
plans for breakfast television can
be implemented. It’s a long-term
policy.

When I phoned Jim Reidy, one
of the directors of the station, he
assured me that they had presented
a variety of films including harm-
less westerns, and that all their
content thus far must needs be of

a popular nature to attract an

audience and eventually advertis-
ing. He said that they buy a num-
ber of films in one lot and had to
take the bad with the good. How-
ever it is difficult to see how the
directors hope to have their
licence granted when this sort of
mnaterial must surely alienate the
zoodwill of some government
ministers.

He argues that there are three
foreign channels available in some
parts of the country. Thus the
purpose of Channel D’s recent
transmissions was to highlight the
situation of local broadcasting in

< Ireland. Referring to the fact that
S the Independent Local Radio
£ Authority Bill, 1981, does not pro-
g vide for television, Mr Reidy said
& that the reason given — ‘an over-
sight’” — is little more than an
excuse, and he was most vocife-
rous about the fact that for the
past fifty years the state has con-
trolled broadcasting in this coun-
try. In a recent press release he
said ‘It can hardly be satisfactory
that people here can legally view
independently operated television
programmes but are forbidden by
default from watching similar
programmes produced by an Irish
station.’ .

Channel D is financed by a large
consortium of business interests

~ whose main concern was to pro-

vide Dublin with local indepen-
dent television at no extra cost to
the viewers, since funds would be
generated by advertising, Mr
Reidy maintained that RTE was
not unduly worried by pirate
broadcasting as Channel D was
infringing neither on their time
nor their channels — rather, he
said, they were more worried by
the prospect of local radio being
established, The station would
not compete directly with RTE,
he said, and the aim was to show
that the service was a viable alter-
native which would broadcast
news, feature films and commu-
nity programmes, They had run
into difficulties with the films
because of the problems of nego-
tiating copyrights abroad.

‘While the prospect of an addi-
tional channel 18, to many, a

desirable one, the prospect of
losing RTE 2 and BBC 2 - if
rumours are to be believed —
heighten that desire considerably,
The rumours are that RTE 2 is
proving too costly to maintain
(and the curtailing of broadcast-
ing time would indicate that this
rumour is not entirely without
foundation) and also that the

introduction of a new filter in
Irish transmitters from next year

will effectively block reception of
BBC2, Jim Reidy points to the
fifteen independent  British
channels that go to make up ITV
and to the length of time for
which that has been available in the
north of Ireland for example —
twenty-one years — to illustrate
his point regarding the dearth of

such an Irish service,
The future of Channel D, or

its speedy demise, is in the hands
of the new government,




